
CERTl JWD MAIJJRETIJRN RECEIPT REOIJRSTED 

IL~JNOIS COMMERCE COMMlSSION 
521 E. Capirol AVVnre 
Posl Offiu Box 4905 
Springfield, II- 62708 

RE: INLAND PAPRhBOARD AND PACKAGD% INC. 
(F/XfA l?JmD CONTAlNER CORPORATION) 
116Ofl W Grand AvellUe 
Unincorporated Leydcn Township, Ulinois 
Grcpy 3 Capa5soola (317) 8794573 

INFORbfAL COMPLAINT 

hIand Paperboard and Parkqging, I&. (“Inland”) is hcrcby filing an “MPORMAL 
COMMAIHT wirll the Illinois Commerce Commission for enonenus charges, within our 
electric bills, beginning before Dcccmber 1989. WC have enclosed an original and 3 copies and 
would request that one copy be time stamped and returned in the cncloscd self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

I. hflJNICIPAL TAXI% AND FFIUNCBlSK COSTS 

Commonwealth Edison Company has violated, (1) The Illinois Public Uriliries Act; (2) The 
Illinois Municipal Cods; (3) Ordinances of Franklin park, Illinois; (4) State of Illinois Statutes; 
and (5) Tarins by imposing Muniilpal Taxes and Franchise Costs imposed by the Village of 
Franklin Park onto Inland’s electric bilb for a period of over 1 years even though the propmty 
where the electric service was provided is locared in an unincorporatd area 

Shortly after it iirsr discovered that it was erroneously boing charged for taxes and franchise 
costs applicable only to residents of FrankIin P‘uk, lllinois. Inland presented detailed claims, 
evidence and elecrric bills. to Commonwealth Edison company an 10114198 The electric bills 
repreasntcd within rhose claims were for the 95 months from 12/05/89 to 10130197. 

1. ComFd ~.&&&&$Ca Municipal TM yrithin rnlnland’s slectric bills for 
over 95 mordts from before 12/05/89 up unril 10130197; 
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2. ComEd b-mpo d e wi@in Inland’s clcctric bills for 
3 1 months from 04/0519S up until 1 O/30/97; 

3. ComEd antarilv &.mh&& the illcgally collated Municipal Taxes and 
&whisc Costr from IAnd’s rlcnn’c bills on lW3a/97; 

4. CornEd did not w thoac illegally coketed taxes which were 
etToluouslyimqowlIQalIrJ~spmd#(ric~ 

5. CotnEd has Iffused to rcfimd those illegally t&ctcd WET which were 
erroneously imposed upon Inland’s past clcctric billa; 

Commonwealth Edison Company knew rhu the MunicipJ Tllc~ and Franchise Costs ~hottld 
never have been imposed upun OUT eitctri~ bills becnuse: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

0. 

Inland’s facility has always bwo locstad within an tmincofpontcd UCI of Leydcn 
Townchip. 

Every one of the over 95 eltctric bills CornEd sent ‘W luland proves that they were 
knowlcdgeablc about our faciliiy being within an uttincorporated m-en of JAyden 
Tow&ii, since every bill was dcsigrrarcd ~4th a service address ahown as 
‘Zeydcn Twp”. 

Uhimntcly, Co&d unilaterally eliminated those ermntnus Municipal Taxes and 
Franchise Costs that they illegally u4lcctcd from Inland in October 1997 and 
never disclosed why; and 

The taxes collecttid from Inland were improper and inconsistutt wirh Illinois law 
and also with the Ordinance that established the Municipal Utility Tax within the 
Village of Franklin Park. (See copy of Ordinance Number 8990 G 12) 

This discriminatory and unequal treatment impacted laland’o clcctricity expenses and 
correspondingly impacted Inland’s cost of production resulting in greater costs to our customers 
and placed inland at a competifivc disadwanragc in the market place for a period of more than 8 
years. Our neighbors, within unincorporated lrydcn Township. did not have theso taxes 
imposed upon rhcm. 

CornEd’s negligence is obvious and suppottod by evidence that we arc also presenting to you. 
CornEd has continued to avoid responsibility for their mistake and declined Inland’s full refund 
rzrpst. 

With respen to the above, it should be noted that CornEd’s “town code* within the assigned 
account number on Inland’s electric bills was designated as “JE” up until 09/03/93 PI 10/05193. 
Then it was des&naIed as “BE” up until 10/30/97. Those “town codes” were icn~wo by ComEd 
IO bc within their mcrer rerder’r card of &.&.h&&. . However, WC have been unable UI 
confirm if Cammon~calth Edison Company ever ay!tt all or any 6f the 5.150% for Municipal 
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Taxes and/or 0.22751% for Franchise Cons. that they cokctcd from us during those more than 
95 mrnha, 14 Ihe Village of Franklin Park, Illinois. 

During the 95 month8 from 12lOS189, up unril1000197. Inland’: over-payments ware: 

l MUNICIPAL TAXES = fl38,lZZTW 

. IJL~ourava-prymenoduem 

. F’RrrNCHISE COSTS = 4,16S.6S5, (Sl,ZS4.60 + SW1 OS). 

(See the enclosed copy of our 3 page spreadsheet lining rack of the 95 rnomhly aver-charger 
from 12!05/39 m lW3MQ 

We have bcco unable to compile and summarize out over-payments for all of our VtDneDus 
charges incurred b&we 12/05/W, buz, we estimate our addidanal ouuq8ymcnts to have been 
equal 80 $5.000. 

AS cvidenwd by the “lllinoir Municipal Code” and also as cvidcnce by the ‘Municipal Utility 
Tsx” ordinance within over-y municipality that parsed and approved one, INLAND was exempt 
from all Municipal Taxes and also from all Franchise Costs. 

As stated within the “Illinois Municipal Code” (65 ILCS 5 - Sec. O-1 l-2) 

“Tke corporuu arrhoriries of any municipa& mey tax IJJSY or all of tie 
fo!iowing occupotina6 or privileges: 

5. Persons tngagtd in rhe bnrlnerr of &stributing, supp&n& 
ftcmishinp, or sclliq electric& for use or consumprios wirlrin Ut corporo(r 
lin&s ofrhe munkipoliry, and nor for rtsale, ar n rare not lo txceed 5% of tie 
gm33 reccips rhertfrok - 

Every municipality thax impose, a Municipal Tax and/or Franchist Cost, including the Village of 
J$-&An Park as quoted below, bss the following similar statement within their ordinance: 

“NOW, 7HI?REFOR.E, be b ordained by rkc Reskknf and rhc Board of 
Tmsfees of rhr Village of Fhmklin York, Cook Courq, nfinais, cU;roIlowr: 

(cJ Persons engaged in the hosincss of Mbwring, srcpp&ing2 
furnishing, or seNing electric&v far we or consumpn’an within ihc carporare 
linrjcv of rhr YillRfic of Frrmk1f11 l’& nnd nor for res&, UI the MIL of five 
perctnr (5.0%) uf &he gross rcc&ts therefmm ” 
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&I-V is not loUred whhin she coroorarF limits of anv municinalily,,,Jnland did a 
-01. mw ’ itypirhin &soPorarc limits of,~., -dorun, 
gthcr municit&y. 

Inland was entitled to pay tbc lowest possible cost for clcctricity for which we quaiiicd so rhet 
we multi bavc compncd circctivcly in our industty’s marketplace. ContEd’s anions resulted in 
Inlend being sliscrimimned a&m by having erroneous charger Willfully, knowingly urd 
illegally imporcd in violation oftbe Illinois Public Utilities Act MudinS, without limitation, 
Sections 9-221,9-240 and Q-241 tbwuof. 

ComEd has further rffiscd tu refund all of Inland’s over-paymans, with inmerest (1) Even after 
they admit-red their Charles were e~oncous by eliminating thsm, and (2) Even lifter we informed 
them that we became aware of their over-charges and tbcir conscious knowledge of their over-. 
chtqes; and (3) Even aRcr we prnvidcd them with proof that they should not have rrpa imposed 
those charges in the first place. 

We are enclosing a cow Of 

1. Our 1997 Cook County Real Estate Tax Bill #12-30-102-002-0000 070 rhowing 
cur facility to bc within Lsydcn Township and the Tax Code to bt 20011; 

2. 7’hc Asseuor Assess~ncnr Roll from rhc Office of the Cwk County Assessor 
showing our Tax Code to bt 20011; 

3. The Tax Cod: Rate Report from the Ofice of the County Clerk showinS that no 
tax payments were made to any incorporated Agency, since we are within an 
unincorporated arca of Leydtn Township; and 

4. An example of a Tw Code Rate Repott for propctties within an incnrporatcd area. 

bland’s exemptioo from all &r&+1 Taxes and also fram all &hisc Costs is based upon: 

a. Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5 - Sec. B-11-12); 

b. AA municipal nrdinanccs, \hst passed and approved a “Municipal Utility Tax”; 
(Seethe cuclosed Ordinance for the Village of Franklin Park) 

C. lllinois Public Utilities Acr - Section 9-221 and Section g-222; 

d. Illinois Public Utilities Act - Section g-251, Section Q-252 and 9-252.1; 

t. Illinois Public Utilities Act - Section 9-241; 

I: Rider 23 - Municipal and Stare Tax Additions. 
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I-f. INTERRST TO BE PAID ON REFUNDED OVER-CHARGES 

In accordance with tic 53 Illinois Administrative Code” Sections 280.75 and 280.76 8gd Jso 
the “IIlinois Commerce Commission -Public Utility Act”, Aniclt 1X, Sminns 9-221 and 9-222. 

“...rhc utility ehaJ1 refimd tic over-cl~arges y& intereg from Ihe date of 
~vcr-paymem by rbt auromcr.” 

‘...tJ~e utility shall g8m on such refund u the rate established by 
rhe Caminisdon.. .” 

end 

I‘ .a refimd to the appropriate eusronwra of the CXCCP~, if my. au& 
w . ..‘I 

Also, in accordance with IJCS S/9-252 and also with JLCS S/9-252.1, Inland’s refund abould 
include “... Jnteresr, II rbe JegaJ rme ii-am the date of payment of such excessivs or unjusdy 
discriminarory amoumn, . . aJong with “reasonable anomey fees”. 

IIL CONCLUSION 

Inland is hereby requesting char the JLLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION compel 
COMMOh;wEhLTJI EDISON COMPANY to reuoactivcly comply with the laws within the 
Start of IJlinois and also wirh the Ordinance dhin the Village of Franklin Park along wirh other 
stawcs and tariffs and order lhem to refimd 8140,288 of OVER-PAYMENTS PLUS 843,230 of 
compounded INTEREST which are due IO Inland. 

TBERE.FORE. the !otaJ rcrirnd due IO Inland. as of September 1999, equrdr 5183,518 PLUS 
imposed penalties associated with their actions and associated mrncy fees. 

GlC:mab 
Enclosures 
CC: Dave Geiger - InJand/Northlakc #I9 

Slew Wolfe - InJand!NonhJake Y19 
Bill white - JnlandXrawfordsville in7 


